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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 3, 9, 10 and 1 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 (line 11) recites "locking member movable". It should recite -locking 

member being movable-. 

Claim 3 (line 1) recites "The index". It should recite -The indexer--. 

Claim 9 (line 11) recites "locking member movable". It should recite -locking 
member being movable-. 

Claim 10 (line 4) recites "index translator". It should recite -indexer translator-. 

Claim 16 (line 13) recites "locking member movable". It should recite -locking 
member being movable-. 

For the purpose of examining the application, it is assumed that appropriate 
correction has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 8, 9, 11, 12 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Adams (US 2,801,142). 

As to claim 1 , Adams discloses an indexer for use with a limb support bar 
extending from a mount, the indexer comprising: 
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a housing unit 17,19,28 including a supporting base member 18, the base 
member having an upright member 19,28, the upright member defining a cavity; 

an indexer translator 20 rotationally mounted within the cavity, the translator 
directing rotational movement of the limb support bar 25, the translator including a 
chamber, the chamber arranged to receive a locking member 22,30; 

the locking member being movable in a plane substantially perpendicular to the 
base member, the base member and the locking member each including means for 
retaining the translator in a predetermined rotational position; and 

biasing means 32 for normally separating the indexer translator and the locking 
member (the end of locking member 22 extends through and is thus separated from 
indexer translator 20; Figures 2, 4 and 5). 

As to claim 3, Adams discloses an indexer wherein the biasing means 32 
comprises a spring (Figure 5). 

As to claim 4, Adams discloses an indexer comprising a track 21,23 located on 
the base member 18, the track providing guide means for rotational movement of the 
translator 20 (Figure 2). 

As to claim 5, Adams discloses an indexer wherein a topside of the upright 
member 19,28 provides frictional force against the extension bar 25 (via translator 20), 
the frictional force allowing the extension bar to be locked in an extended position 
(Figure 2). 



Application/Control Number: 10/671 ,910 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3679 

As to claim 8, Adams discloses an indexer wherein the base member 18 
comprises a pair of spaced apart upright members 19,28, the upright members forming 
the cavity therebetween (Figure 4). 

As to claim 9, Adams discloses an indexer for use with a limb support bar 
extending from a mount, the indexer comprising: 

a housing unit 17,19,28 including a supporting base member 18, the base 
member having an upright member 19,28, the upright member defining a cavity; 

an indexer translator 20 rotationally mounted within the cavity, the translator 
directing rotational movement of the limb support bar 25, the translator including a 
chamber, the chamber arranged to receive a locking member 22,30; and 

the locking member being movable a plane substantially perpendicular to the 
base member, the base member and the locking member each including means for 
retaining the translator a predetermined rotational position, the retaining means 
normally in a locked position (Figures 2, 4 and 5). 

As to claim 1 1 , Adams discloses an indexer comprising a track 21,23 located on 
the base member 18, the track providing guide means for rotational movement of the 
translator 20 (Figure 2). 

As to claim 12, Adams discloses an indexer wherein a topside of the upright 
member 19,28 provides frictional force against the extension bar 25 (via translator 20), 
the frictional force allowing the extension bar to be locked in an extended position 
(Figure 2). 
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As to claim 15, Adams discloses an indexer wherein the base member 18 
comprises a pair of spaced apart upright members 19,28, the upright members forming 
the cavity therebetween (Figure 4). 

As to claim 16, Adams discloses an indexer for use with a limb support bar 
extending from a mount, the indexer comprising: 

a housing unit 17,19,28 including a stationary supporting base member 18, the 
base member having an upright member 19,28, the upright member defining a cavity; 

an indexer translator 20 rotationally mounted within the cavity, the translator 
directing rotational movement of the limb support bar 25, the translator including a 
chamber, the chamber arranged to receive a retainer, the retainer further comprising a 
locking member 22,30; 

the locking member movable in a plane substantially perpendicular to the base 
member, the base member and the locking member each including means for retaining 
the translator in a predetermined rotational position; and 

biasing means 32 for normally separating the indexer translator and the locking 
member (the end of locking member 22 extends through and is thus separated from 
indexer translator 20; Figures 2, 4 and 5). 

As to claim 17, Adams discloses an indexer wherein the biasing means 32 
comprise springs 32,33 (Figure 5). 

As to claim 18, Adams discloses an indexer wherein the base member 18 
comprises a pair of spaced apart upright the upright members 19,28 forming the cavity 
therebetween (Figure 4). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2, 6, 7, 10, 13 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

As to claim 2, Adams discloses the claimed indexer with the exception of 
comprising a channel for retaining the limb extension bar, the channel passing through 
the housing unit, the index translator, and the locking member. 

As to claim 6, Adams discloses the claimed indexer with the exception of wherein 
the means for retaining the translator comprise meshing teeth. 

As to claim 7, Adams discloses the claimed indexer with the exception of wherein 
the means for retaining the translator comprises plurality of tines. 

As to claim 10, Adams discloses the claimed indexer with the exception of 
comprising a channel for retaining the limb extension bar, the channel passing through 
the housing unit, the indexer translator, and the locking member. 

As to claim 1 3, Adams discloses the claimed indexer with the exception of 
wherein the means for retaining the translator comprise meshing teeth. 

As to claim 14, Adams discloses the claimed indexer with the exception of 
wherein the means for retaining the translator comprises a plurality of tines. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art with respect to 
indexer assemblies: 

Torrey (US 3,817,512) and Wiley et al. (US 5,689,999) are cited for pertaining to 
indexers having a housing unit, an indexer translator, a locking member and biasing 
means. 

Adolphson (US 3,100,129) is cited for pertaining to indexers having retaining 
means comprising a plurality of tines. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number is 
(703)308-8591 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703)308-2686. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/671,910 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 3679 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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